
Old Sixth Ward, Houston
Demo on Hold

The Sixth Ward Historic District not 
only has the largest intact collection 
of mid to late19th century structures 

in Houston, It has in many cases become a 
safe haven for structures built 

elsewhere.  Often to save a structure 
from demolition the last remaining 

choice is to relocate it out of harm’s 
way.  While many may see this measure as 

too much to handle, the collection of 
homes shown here were all loved by 

their owners enough to save them.  The 
stories each of the structure’s tell 

through research show that virtually 
no structure should be taken for 

granted.
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The Old Sixth Ward Historic 
District is further enhanced by 

structures that have been 
relocated into the district.  
Many of them are unique and/ 
or the last reminders of lost 

communities and their 
preservation is important to 

Houston well beyond the 
boundaries of the Old Sixth 

Ward.
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Current location:
1808 Lubbock Street

Previous location:
1806 North Memorial Way 

(Old Sixth Ward 
Historic District)

Reason for move:
To prevent demolition in 

1996.
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The home shortly after relocation from 
1806 N. Memorial Way to 1808 Lubbock
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The Spring House at its 
original location at 

1806 North Memorial 
Way. pictured here at 
time of move in 1996.

The Spring House was built in a period in which the Colonial Revival styling of 
homes was common.  The Colonial Revival Style was a remembrance of earlier 

Greek Revival and Colonial homes.  The generation of 1900 was nostalgic for the 
homes of their grandparents of the 1850’s to 1860’s and revolting to the taste 

of their parents’ Victorian detailed homes (1870’s to 1880’s).  It is interesting to 
note that this particular structure with its main front gable is showing hints of 

the incoming Bungalow movement while its floorplan looks back to the 1850’s 
with a wide central hall bound by a pair of rooms on each side. Since the 

structure was relocated it has been fully restored and now is  both a landmark 
and protected landmark in the city of Houston.
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Current location:

2214 Kane Street

Previous location:

2313 Center Street 
(Sixth Ward)

Reason for move: 

To prevent Demolition 
in1978
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• Saved from demolition in 1978 by the Roeder family,  this 
home is a rare surviving example of Queen Anne Styling.  
The most distinctive feature of the home the front porch 
was built to remind the new bride of her childhood on 
her father’s steamboat as it plied the Mississippi River 
from New Orleans. It is one of the few survivors of the 
Sixth Ward’s silk stocking district. The current owner, 
through research, was able to determine the original 
colors and configuration of ornament on the façade.

• Twice the home has been a wedding gift.  The home has 
been nationally published and it both a Landmark and a 
Protected Landmark in the City of Houston.
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Current location:

2210 Kane Street

Previous location:

2004 Decatur Street

Reason for move:

new house constructed 
on site  before 1907

A testament to the manner in which earlier residents did not waste material by 
demolishing buildings, The Levy-McAuliffe house was relocated in the first decade 
of the 20th century to allow the property owner of the original location to build a 
new 2 story Colonial Revival House (burned 1986).  Luckily because of the early 
move the original house still stands.
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Current location:

2010 Lubbock Street

Previous location:

1520 State Street (OSWHD)

Reason for move: To prevent 
demolition  in 1995.
A significant and large Late 
Victorian home, the Diehl House 
was saved through the help of 
the Avenue Community 
Development Corporation.

The home is the earliest documented to have interior plumbing and today many of 
its unique interior elements are intact.  The house was slated for demolition for a 
parking lot.  The home is an example of Sixth ward’s golden age in which many 
large, elegant homes were built between 1895 and 1910.  behind it at the orignal
site stood the McGowan House, also slated to be relocated unfortunately was 
lost due to arson.  A parking lot now is located at both lots.
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Current location:

1819 Lubbock Street

Previous Location:

1700 Blk Spring (First Ward)

Reason for move: 

To prevent demolition in 2006 
(date of completion fall 
2007)
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The Guese House is an extremely historically significant 
structure.  The structure is shown in the 1869 Woods Map and 
is the only structure shown in this map in the First Ward 
known to exist.  The Guese house pre-dates the development of 
the First Ward and the platting of Sabine Street.  The home in 
fact had to be moved for the first time to allow Sabine Street 
to be constructed before 1875. The structure was saved at 
the eleventh hour prior to demolition through the efforts of 
many individuals and groups.  In the near future the home will 
be completed and Houstonians will be able to look at the 
oldest privately owned landmark house in Houston in new 
fully restored Greek Revival glory.
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Current location:

1717 Lubbock Street

Previous location:

1801 Lubbock Street (Old 
Sixth Ward Historic 
District)

Reason for move:

To prevent demolition in 2006 
(date of completion fall 
2007) Tajan House at its original location.
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THIS HOUSE WAS BUILT BY MR 
LOUIS TAJAN, A SICILIAN 
IMMIGRANT WHO MADE HIS 
FORTUNE DABBLING IN SIXTH 
WARD REAL ESTATE.  HE 
BUILT OVER 8 HOUSES ALONG 
STATE AND SABINE STREETS 
AND SOLD THEM TO FELLOW 
ITALIAN IMMIGRANTS.  HIS 
PERSONAL RESIDENCE WAS 
KNOWN FOR ITS 
PROGRESSIVE FLOOR PLAN 
AND HIGH DEGREE OF 
WORKMANSHIP.  IT WAS 
RELOCATED ACROSS THE 
STREET TO A SITE THAT WAS 
ALSO OWNED BY MR TAJAN.Tajan House undergoing 

restoration at current location
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Current location:

2114 State Street 

Previous location:

1517 Lubbock Street 
(Old Sixth Ward 
Historic District)

Reason for move:

To prevent demolition in 
1996 
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2114 State~ THIS RESIDENCE WAS BUILT BY MR JOHN 
MCGOWAN WHO OWNED A RESTAURANT ON WASHINGTON 
AVENUE, ‘RUBY’S’ THAT WAS LOCATED ACROSS THE STREET 
FROM THE BRAZOS HOTEL.  HE AND HIS WIFE, BARBARA, 
RAISED THEIR THREE DAUGHTERS IN THE HOUSE.  HE ALSO 
DABBLED IN REAL ESTATE AND OWNED NEARLY THE 
ENTIRE BLOCK THAT THE HOUSE ORIGINALLY STOOD.  IN 
1905 HE WAS DIAGNOSED WITH CANCER AND DECIDED TO 
BUILD A SPLENDID HOME FOR HIS FAMILY TO LIVE OUT THE 
REST OF THEIR LIVES MORTGAGE FREE.  THE RESULTING 
HOUSE STOOD NEXT DOOR AT 1519 LUBBOCK, 
AFFECTIONATELY KNOWN AS THE MCGOWAN HOUSE. IT 
WAS MARKED BY A GRANITE STEPPING STONE IN ITS FRONT 
YARD EMBLAZONED WITH THE MCGOWAN NAME.  IT 
BURNED DOWN ON NEW YEAR’S DAY OF 2001. 
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Current location:

511 Henderson Street at 
State Street

Previous location:

2214A Lubbock Street (Old 
Sixth Ward Historic 
District)

Reason for move:

To prevent demolition in 
1996 

THIS STOREFRONT BUILDING WAS BUILT IN 1934 BY SAM ALEXANDER AS A
GROCERY MART NEXT DOOR TO HIS PERSONAL RESIDENCE (DEMOLISHED 
1998).  IT REMAINED IN BUSINESS UNTIL THE LATE 1980’S.  IT WAS 
RELOCATED TO EVADE DEMOLITION AND CONVERTED INTO A STUDIO 
APARTMENT.
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Current location:

601 Henderson

Previous location:

1804 Kane Street (Old 
Sixth Ward Historic 
District)

Reason for move:

To prevent demolition in 
2006

The Sixth Ward Historic District is one of the few remaining areas in Houston that 
the observer can find this type of home commonly known as a ‘Shotgun’ type home.  
The Sixth Ward is also the only community in Houston with protections for 
structures of this type.  This Lovely cottage was moved in 2006 to prevent 
demolition.
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Current location:

1820 Lubbock Street

Previous location:

Riesner Street (Sixth 
Ward)

Reason for move:

construction of Municipal 
Courts Building.

Moved by an earlier resident to utilize his vacant property, the structure located 
at 1820 Lubbock originally was constructed on Riesner Street.  The structure was 
relocated due to development of the Police and Municipal Courthouse construction 
projects.  Several other buildings were relocated from Riesner but this is the only 
one known to be located in the district.  At this time, the home is one of three 
known houses to be in existence of the Sixth Ward from the east side of Houston 
Avenue.
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Current location:

705 Sabine

Previous location:

Fourth Ward Historic 
District

Reason for move:

To prevent demolition  in 
1993
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Current location:

2007 Kane Street

Previous location:

Harvard and Center Streets

Reason for move:

To prevent demolition in 
1990

Prior to 1990,  a neighborhood sometimes known as Chaneyville existed between 
Studemont and Heights Boulevards.  This neighborhood was mostly destroyed for 
a development project.  Later this area became known as Memorial Heights.  This is 
the only structure from this area located in the Sixth Ward.  It is not known if 
any other structures were moved prior to the development of Memorial Heights.  
It is known that the majority were demolished.
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Current location:

2110 Decatur Street

Previous location:

Greater Heights (North 
of 21st on Harvard)

Reason for move:

To prevent demolition  in 
1994 by developer
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Current location:

2106 Decatur Street

Previous location:

Greater Heights (North of 
21st on Harvard)

Reason for move:

To prevent demolition in 
1994 by developer
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• 2110 and 2106 Decatur were relocated by a developer 
constructing new residences in The Heights.  Instead of 
demolishing the structures, the developer asked the City 
Preservation Officer, Randall Pace to help determine the 
two best of several structures to be relocated into the 
boundaries of the Old Sixth Ward Historic District.  The 
developer then sold the newly relocated structures to 
new owners and continued with developing his Heights 
property.

• Both structures blend with the historic fabric of the 
Old Sixth Ward Historic District.  2110 is a “pedimented”
Bungalow.  The structure at 2106 Decatur is of the more 
typical Gable fronted Bungalow form.
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Current location:

1810 Lubbock Street 

Previous location:

unknown

Reason for move:

To prevent demolition  
(pre-1990)
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Current location:

1807 Decatur St 

Previous location:

1811 State Street

Reason for move:

To prevent 
demolition in 
1999
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1807 Decatur ~ THIS BUNGALOW-STYLE RESIDENCE BEGAN ITS LIFE 
AS A ELL-WING FOLK VICTORIAN ON 1811 STATE STREET. IT WAS 
PURCHASED BY THE PHILLIP HELFRICH FAMILY IN THE EARLY 
1900’S. THE HELFRICH FAMILY RAISED TEN CHILDREN IN THIS 
HOUSE. MR HELFRICH TENDED TO ROSES AS A HOBBY AND SOLD 
CUTTINGS. THE HOUSE WAS UPDATED IN THE BUNGALOW 
MOVEMENT IN 1925 IN PREPARATION OF THE ELDEST HELFRICH 
DAUGHTER, MARGARET TO MR  EDWARD WESTERMAN. MRS 
WESTERMAN WORKED AS THE CITY SECRETARY FOR MANY YEARS 
AND THE CITY HALL ANNEX IS NAMED AFTER HER. HER PERSONAL 
RESIDENCE STILL STANDS AT 2212 KANE IN THE OLD SIXTH 
WARD. ONE OF THE HELFRICH SONS MARRIED ELLA RICE WHO 
LATER INVENTED THE TUNNEL OF FUDGE CAKE, WHICH WON THE 
NATIONAL PILLSBURY BAKE OFF CONTEST IN THE 1960’S. 
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What’s next?
We are currently working on finding a location for a circa 

1870 Farm Cottage from Fifth Ward.  While the home is in 
need of care, It is rare to find a home of this vintage in 
Houston.  The structure when restored would be similar 
to the structure at 1910 Decatur, the 1866 Bettie E 
Williams House.
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