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Understanding the Architecture of Old Sixth Ward  

Components 
 
Porches:  DEFINITIONS 
 
Components:      Porch Types: 
 

A.   Post         A. Entry 
B.   Bracket     B. Full-Width 
C.   Frieze       C. Inset 
D.   Rail/ Balustrade    D. Inset Full-Width 
E.   Newel     E. Wrap-Around 
F.   Floor     F. Double-Gallery 
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Understanding the Architecture of Old Sixth Ward  

Components 
 
Porches:  TYPES 
 

 
The structure shown in the historic photograph above has a highly decorative porch. 

 
The most important exterior feature or element added to structures prior to World War II are 
porches.  Porches not only allowed the owners and occupants to rest in a comfortable environment 
but often showcased their affluence and/or cultural associations.  Both front and rear porches were 
possibly the most used spaces of the structure.  In the period prior to air conditioning they were a 
place to sit in the shade.  In the period before the automobile and television they were a place to see 
and speak with friends and neighbors.  Because of the high visibility from the street the front porch 
became an extension of the interior of the home and was ornamented in the most current tastes of 
the time.  Because of the high exposure to weather the various elements of the porch have a 
tendency to deteriorate and it is not uncommon to find porches with parts missing or altered over 
time.  As time progressed and bathrooms left the backyard privies often the first place they could be 
added indoors was by enclosing the back porch.   
 
There are two main forms of porch to be found in the Old Sixth Ward Historic district.  These forms 
are descriptions related to the manner in which the porch interacts with the main structure.  A porch 
is said to be inset if it is within the main frame of the roof.  If a porch has an independent roof 
structure and the main structure is not dependant upon the porch posts to support the roof then the 
porch is said to be applied. 
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Understanding the Architecture of Old Sixth Ward  

Components 
 
INSET 

 
The structure shown above (corner of Kane and Silver Streets) shows a simple double tenant cottage 
with an inset front porch 

 
 

 
Both of the structures that once stood at the corner of Lubbock and Colorado have inset porches. 
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Understanding the Architecture of Old Sixth Ward  

Components 
 
Porches:  TYPES 
 
APPLIED 

 

 
The porch located on the front of the residence formerly located at 1807 Decatur shown above has 

an applied porch. 

 
 
 

 
The structure now located at 1808 Lubbock also has an applied porch.  The photo on the left taken 

during restoration shows the home without its front porch (Since restored and re-constructed) 
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Understanding the Architecture of Old Sixth Ward  

 

Components 
 
Roofs: DEFINITIONS 
 
Components:      Roof Types: 
 

A. Rafter      A. Clipped-Gable 
B. Eave      B. Gable 
C. Fascia      C. Gable on Hip 
D. Cornice     D. Hip 
E. Vent      E. Salt Box 
F. Dormer     F. Shed 
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Understanding the Architecture of Old Sixth Ward  

Components 
 
Roofs: TYPES 

 
Most of the structures built prior to 1885 are constructed with a gable roof like shown above.  The 
roof slopes away from the main façade and the gables face the side.  Most of the homes are of a 
single story but a few have rooms in the roof or attic area of the home. 

 
A hip roof such as the one seen on the structure above is less commonly found than a gable roof. 
The structure is located at 1918 Kane Street.  The structure on the right (located at 2219 Decatur) 
has a hip over the front porch. 

 
The structures constructed in the later part of the 19th century often had more complex roof 
structures of multiple forms.  It was not uncommon for structures to be constructed with both hip 
and gable features. 
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Understanding the Architecture of Old Sixth Ward  

Components 
 
Roofs: TYPES 
 

 
Many of the structures built during the 20th century are constructed with a gable roof like shown 
above.  The gable face is on the front and rear elevation of the structure.  The slope of the roof is 
lower than the earlier homes (pre-1915) and thus rarely have rooms located within the roof or attic 
area of the home.  The structure shown on the right has a single gable roof.  The structure on the 
right has a low hip roof with a smaller front facing gable over the front porch. 
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Understanding the Architecture of Old Sixth Ward  

Components 
 
Roofs: EAVES/OVERHANGS 

 
The earliest of structures such as the double tenant house above often were constructed with almost 
no side overhangs.  This treatment was common for houses built prior to the Civil War in the south. 
This treatment was used on a few structures within the Sixth Ward up till 1875, 

 
The structure above shows another treatment of eaves found on early homes.  Note the eaves follow 
the pitch of the roof and have no “returns”.  This treatment was used on a few structures within the 
district built prior to 1885, 

 
The most common treatment of eave treatment on structures in the Old Sixth Ward is shown above 
in the home at 1803 State Street.  This overhang treatment is fully  enclosed around the perimeter 
of the roof with “eave returns” (usually about 2 to 3 feet in length) on the exposed gable ends.  Note 
this example does not have a “pent roof” above the eave returns and the top of the eave return is 
almost flat.  This treatment can be found on structures built between 1870 and 1890. 
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Components 
 
Roofs: EAVES/OVERHANGS continued 

 
The 2 story cross gable shown above shows the most common gable treatment of structures built 
after 1890 and prior to 1920.  The gable has a full return across the lower portion of the gable.  This 
treatment allowed the builder to introduce a new cladding material within the gable.  Note the “pent 
roof” above the horizontal gable eave. 

 
During the period after 1915 and prior to World War II the eave and overhang once again changed.  
Structures of this period often had their eaves exposed and occasionally had decorative cut rafter 
tails. It was not common to have structures after 1920 built with any form of eave return.   
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Components 
 
Roofs: EAVES/OVERHANGS continued 
 

 
Shown above are two types of cornice and fascia details found in the district.  The one on the left is 
far more common than the one on the right. The left cornice detail is constructed with a flat 1 x 12 
laid horizontally with a decorative bed mould to cover the exposed seam.  This type was used on 
structures up to 1915.  
 
The one on the right was used only on a few structures in the district that were built prior to 1880.  
Two examples are the structures at 912 Hemphill and 2206 Kane Street.   
 
Both of these types of cornice and fascia had all rafter tails and structural supports enclosed to 
protect them from weather. The front fascia board projected slightly lower than the horizontal 
overhang to act as a “drip edge” and prevent rain water from traveling to the vertical exterior wall of 
the structure. 
 
See Picture below for more information. 
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Components 
 
Roofs: EAVES/OVERHANGS continued 
 

Decorative Rafter Tails 

 
After 1915, and mainly after World War I, structures became simpler in form and decoration.  Often 
the rafter tails and structure became exposed which became decorative in its own way.  These rafter 
tails occasionally were cut with decorative shapes at their ends like the examples shown above.  
Each of these examples can be found in the Old Sixth Ward today. 
 
 

Roofs: SLOPE 
 
Structures of the 19th century had higher, more vertical appearance and steeper slopes.  This allowed 
occasionally for living space in the attic without difficulty. 
 
Structures starting after 1915 in the district, under the influence of the Arts and Crafts and Bungalow 
movements accentuated horizontality and had lower slopes. 
 
See detail below: 

 
 

Up until World War I       After World War I 
                the slopes of the roof’s        the slopes of the roofs 

were steeper.        were lower. 
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Components 
 
Roofs: CLADDING 
 
Throughout the period from the Civil War till World War II the roofs in the district were clad in wood 
(cedar) shingles.   
 
Many structures had roofs clad in tin shingles such as those found on the homes at 1816 Kane 
Street and 1808 Lubbock Street or in corrugated sheet materials (2214 Kane).  See Detail Below: 
 

 
 
 Decorative Tin Shingles were   Corrugated metal sheathing was 
          Used on structures              used on structures 

Within the Old Sixth Ward         within the Old Sixth Ward. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Since World War II, it has become common for the roofs of the structures to be clad in composition 
or asphalt shingles.  This has been mainly a cost decision (less expensive than metal shingles or 
roofing).  Asphalt or Compositional shingles also have a greater fire resistance than the wood 
shingles common in the 19th century. 
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Components: OTHER 
CHIMNEYS 
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Understanding the Architecture of Old Sixth Ward  

Components 
 
FENCES/ WOOD 
 

 
 

Fences add to the historic character of a street scene.  In the 19th and early 20th century many of the 
properties within the district had low wood or metal fences to define the boundaries of their property.  
These fences generally were shorter than 4 feet in height.  They were both decorative and functional. 
 
Unfortunately most of the wood fences that were built prior to World War II were allowed to 
deteriorate and no longer exist.  
 
Many of the period metal fences survive today. 
 
After World War II, chain link fencing became common.  This type of fencing maintained the height 
of previous fencing and allowed the once common coral vine to flourish.  Older residents describe the 
neighborhood as beautiful in the late spring with entire blocks of coral vine, and morning glory vine 
in bloom along the front fences. 
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Components 
 
FENCES/ WOOD 
 
 
 

 
An example of a picket fence 

 
 

 
Picket Fence with “Snake Guard” visible. 

 
 

 
   The Openshaw-Hutton fence as it appeared in 1920. 
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Components 
 
FENCES/ WOOD 
 

 
Another common type of wood fencing was constructed with square spikes  

This one is arranged in a wave pattern along the top edge. 
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Components 
 
FENCES/ METAL 

 
 

The McGowan family had a metal fence that surrounded the property.   This fence was in existence 
until the McGowan home was demolished in 2001. 

 
Due to the durability of the material many of the period metal fences are still in existence today.  
Shown below are three examples of metal fencing that was used within the district. 
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Components 
 
HITCHING POST 

 
During the 19th and early 20th century it was not uncommon for houses to have a hitching post for 
horses to be tied to . These hitching posts were usually located at the street near the entry sidewalk.  
Hitching posts were made both of iron (shown above) or wood. 
PAVING 
SIGNAGE 

 
 
 
 


