IV. RESEARCHING AND DOCUMENTING YOUR HOME.

To own a well documented historic structure can be one of the most rewarding experiences available
to property owners within a historic district. There are many ways to find information on your
property. Listed below is a brief listing of things one should look for.

One of the first things every property owner should remember is that propertles evolve:
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The structure located at 2115 State Street started life as a simple side-hall residence and has
evolved into a multi-story rental unit.

A House can evolve in many manners:
Following this section please review the four examples shown below:

2114 Lubbock
1807 Kane
2107 Lubbock
2218 Kane



The changes made to a structure give important and tangible evidence of its history.

The before and after drawings shown below show some changes that had been made to the Bettie E.
Williams House.

SIDE ELEVATION (EAST) EXISTING SCALE 148" TO THE FOOT

ERONT ELEVATION (SOUTH) EXISTING SCALE 13" TO THE FOOT

The first tem of note i this elevation it the abtence of the fwo center porch columns,  These

supports have deteriorated and falien but are still on the premises. The secand colum from the Additiors from at leass two the .
left iz different in scale and this evidences a replacement. Existing porch railing is non- P b‘ﬂwmwmmmw' ::':ii:*::;mmdnﬁnm
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Restoration of a structure often permanently erases this evidence.
Be careful and document well.

The after drawings shown below show some changes that were made in the restoration of the Bettie
E Williams House.

[ERONT ELEVATION (SOUTH) ALTEREP SCALE 18" T0 THE FOOT SIDE ELEVATION (EAST) ALTERED SCALE 18" TO THE FOOT

All addisiors later than c. 1870 have been removed.  Tapered square columns and pilasters on

All porch supports have been replaced by tapered square columms and pilasiers regionally v fronit porch replace the previows mipports, and an agipropriately destgned raling added

characteristic of the period Ratling has also been changed using a 3 1/2” wide hand rail with

= - Socking hca et replaced uring fongie aned With the . 191020 acdition remeved, recreanion of the orygmal c. 1370 side porch ir poszibe.
devvid adpe ol ] 12" | 112~ shais. Pk deebisg B Boe bt ienE S S T doors with iramscms are now vistble from the former rear hall. Existing clapboard sidhng
groove pine. Soulh facing plers o walls facing rear porch is expased. Non-structural rear addition has been removed. Tapered

dimensions . Painted and framed wooden lattice will enclose spaces

hmmwfﬁufﬁmwmmm@m”mmwwm mewﬂmmmmfm ter the aﬁp«dﬁfm;u;:rpjhmm
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charactertstic of the pertod with details similar fo the porch nypports. ;mhawkm e icas is awnd design similar to the rigmeals,




Houses have always moved around.

Here is a list of several homes known to not be on their original lot. Within the OSW.

There is not always a photo of your property ‘as it was’ but we can dream.
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Ask previous owners for photos

Most people do not photograph their house but they do take pictures of special events like weddings.
Ask descendants if you can look through the photo album with them.

Talk to your neighbors they may have pictures taken away from their house that show yours in the
background.

Search old newspapers for information
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Did previous owners work at an organization that would keep an archive?
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Look through old titles and deeds that Ilst ‘|mprovements on the property
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Look at Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for first appearance of structure and its original shape.
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Where did the owners go when they left your home? Where did they live before?
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