
IV. RESEARCHING AND DOCUMENTING YOUR HOME. 
 
To own a well documented historic structure can be one of the most rewarding experiences available 
to property owners within a historic district.   There are many ways to find information on your 
property.  Listed below is a brief listing of things one should look for. 
 
One of the first things every property owner should remember is that properties evolve: 

 
 
The structure located at 2115 State Street started life as a simple side-hall residence and has 
evolved into a multi-story rental unit. 
 
 
A House can evolve in many manners: 
 
Following this section please review the four examples shown below: 
 

2114 Lubbock 
1807 Kane 
2107 Lubbock 
2218 Kane 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The changes made to a structure give important and tangible evidence of its history. 
 
The before and after drawings shown below show some changes that had been made to the Bettie E. 
Williams House. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Restoration of a structure often permanently erases this evidence. 
 Be careful and document well. 
 
The after drawings shown below show some changes that were made in the restoration of the Bettie 
E Williams House. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Houses have always moved around. 
 
Here is a list of several homes known to not be on their original lot. Within the OSW. 

 
 
Look for similar structures to help date your home. 

 
 
There is not always a photo of your property ‘as it was’ but we can dream. 

 
 
 
 



Ask previous owners for photos 
 
Most people do not photograph their house but they do take pictures of special events like weddings.  
Ask descendants if you can look through the photo album with them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Talk to your neighbors they may have pictures taken away from their house that show yours in the 
background. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask your local neighborhood association and historical societies if they have historic archives. 

 
 
 
 
Search old newspapers for information 



 
 
Obits give names of family members, occupations, and clubs or congregations the deceased were 
members of. 

 
 
 

Did the previous owner work at a company that keeps an archive. 

 



Did previous owners work at an organization that would keep an archive? 

 
 
 
 

Look up Marriage licenses and death certificates. 

 
 



 
 

Look through old titles and deeds that list ‘improvements’ on the property. 

 
 
Look through county/ city records.   

 



 
Look at Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps for first appearance of structure and its original shape. 

 
 
Look at old surveys closely. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Where did the owners go when they left your home? Where did they live before? 

 
 
Who lived in the house next? . . .  

 
 

 


